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learned

a lot in the past
semester and a half,
more than I thqught
I would have
in the first year.

"
Rochelle Top, Lisa Breukelman,

and Tessa De Wit will be among the first Dordt students

to graduate

with a health science major.

Health science/nursing major is in full swing; health services is coming
Sally Jongsma

am Hulstein has been pretty invisible
on campus so far. But she doesn't
expect to stay that way. As director of
Dordt's new health sciences program and
director of student health services, Hulstein
has been on campus since September. She
is currently advising and teaching the
eleven students enrolled in the new health
science major that is part of a joint program with St. Luke's College of Nursing in
Sioux City. Her work in health services is
still in the preliminary stages. She's been
working on a concrete proposal for how to
offer medical services to students.
Eventually each part of the job should take
about half of her time, she says.
Hulstein is pleased with the nursing
program so far and says that students seem
to be also.
"There are some major adjustments
that need to be made as students go from
primarily classroom courses at Dordt to
clinicals at St. Luke's," she says. "The
learning is much more hands-on and skilloriented. Some jump right in-it's what
they've been eagerly waiting for. Others
find it eye-opening and even stressful."
Cindy Scholten, a second-year student
from Lynden, Washington, says "I have
learned a lot in the past semester and a
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half, more than I thought I would have in
the first year." She enjoys the programs
and all of the hospital experience she's getting. "I guess you could say it is more than
I expected, and I am very happy with the
colleges I am attending."
Scholten is particularly happy that she
can live at Dordt, "Dordt's campus life has
a lot mare to offer than St. Luke's," she
says, adding that a few details in the program have to be worked through yet, but
things like transportation are starting to go
more smoothly. "It will be a very good
program," she says.
The eleven second-year students in
the program come from several states,
including California, Washington,
Minnesota, Michigan, and Iowa. Students
travel together from Dordt to Sioux City,
leaving some days before 6:00 a.m. and
sometimes closer to 8:00. The van returns
between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. depending on
the day and the clinical schedules of students. On Monday evenings they all participate in a class on ethics in nursing taught
by Hulstein, It is one of five nursing-related courses they take at Dordt over their
four years.
The joint health science program offers
students a B.A. in health science from
Dordt and an A.O.N., a two-year nursing
degree, from St. Luke's. Students who

/

complete the two years at St. Luke's-the
sophomore and junior years-are eligible
to work as nurses as soon as they finish.
But by attending the final senior year at
Dordt they earn a college degree as wellsomething Hulstein strongly encourages.
The four-year degree, which includes
Dordt's general education courses, is a
stepping stone for further education should
a student decide to go back to school later
on. And some employers prefer to hire
nurses with the educational breadth a bachelor's degree gives, she says.
One thing Hulstein is particularly careful about as she advises is that students
understand the program and what it gives
them. Graduates do not earn a B.S.N. but
an A.O.N. and a B.A. While this satisfies
the needs of most students who wish to
work in clinics or hospitals, it may not be
the degree they wish to have if they plan to
go into such areas as advanced nursing
practice or nursing research.
The first graduates with a health science major will receive their diplomas in
2004. Unless things change dramatically,
those graduates should find many positions
available. The current nursing shortage
promises to make it relatively easy for
nurses to find a position for the foreseeable
future, says Hulstein.
continued on page two
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Rochelle Top travels to St. Luke's each day to take nursing classes and work in clinical rotations.

Health science grads should
find job openings awaiting them
Continued from page one
Under her other hat, Hulstein is laying
the groundwork for a new student health
services office that could open as early as
next fall. Hulstein has been visiting other
colleges of similar size to Dordt to assess
health services programs and to help her
outline what Dordt's will look like. Issues
of where to locate the office, what services

will be included, and what start-up equipment is needed are all part of her proposal
recently presented to the administration.
"The introduction of the health science
major presented a good opportunity for
Dordt also to begin a health services program because it brings a full-time nurse to
campus," says Hulstein. Having such an
office on campus will be more convenient
for students, allow expanded hours for
care, and make it easier to provide students
with important preventative health information, she believes. She hopes it also will
help them get care for health problems
much sooner.
Based on visits to and research from
other schools, Hulstein expects to see
between 200 and 400 students per month.
She expects to treat students who are in
general ill health, who have minor injuries
or rashes, or who require screening and
referral. As a certified midwife, Hulstein
also dreams that someday women students
may be able to have routine check-ups
done on campus. And she expects to offer
information on nutrition and lifestyle issues
as well as offer first aid and CPR training.
"Students will be treated with professionalism and confidentiality," Hulstein
says. She sees the office as a starting point
for getting medical services to students and
expects to refer those who need it to local
health providers.
Hulstein points out that the new program is not beginning because the old one
was broken. For years Dordt has worked
closely with the local medical clinic for
student care. At present the college contracts with the Sioux Center Medical Clinic
for general office calls that are available at

no cost to the student if done during regular office hours. The arrangement has been
a good one, made possible by the relatively
close proximity of the clinic to campus.
Having an office on campus, however, will
be more convenient. Visits will be included
in student fees, although referrals to other
providers are at the student's expense.
Hulstein is excited about her new position because it gives her a chance to promote nursing and because it offers a new
challenge to set up a campus health service
office. She has been nursing since 1984
and has since earned certification as a midwife from the Frontier School of Midwifery and a master's degree in nursing
from Case Western Reserve University.

Pam Hulstein is the new director of the health
science program and coordinator of health services
on campus.

From the president

"Covenant" makes a come back

T

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

Apparently
"covenant" still
communicates.

"

2 Voice

he word "covenant" seems to be making a come back-at least here in
Iowa. In fact a debate over the meaning of the word "covenant" recently spilled
over into the front pages of our statewide
newspaper, the Des Moines Register.
Some of our Iowa legislators have determined to do something to help strengthen
family structures within our state and have
proposed what they call a "Covenant
Martiage Act."
As I understand it, this proposal will give
people an alternative to entering a standard
contractual martiage that can be legally dissolved at any time with no legal obstacles.
Instead, prospective husbands and wives
could choose to enter a "covenant" marriage,
agreeing to a number of restrictions (such as
counseling) that would have to be fulfilled
before the martiage relationship could be dissolved.
Whatever the merits of these particular
legislative proposals, what astounds me is
that the word "covenant" is being vigorously
debated on the pages of our secular media. I
have often been told that the word "covenant"
is meaningless in our contemporary world,
and that Christians ought to abandon it. But
now this word that many Christians wanted to
toss out as unintelligible is being used with
abandon on television and radio talk shows
across our state. Apparently "covenant" still
communicates-at least in the secular media,
if not among Christians.
What I appreciate about this return of the
word "covenant" is that the word has played
such a key role in the history of Dordt

College. Throughout the first half century of
its existence Dordt College has emphasized
what has been called a "covenant-kingdom
perspective." At its simplest, this meant that
we believed true education best takes place
within the relationships of a believing community (covenant) as we prepare for service
in every part of his world over which Christ
reigns (kingdom).
Indeed, the covenant side of this principle shows up in a host of ways within our
college. For instance, it is demonstrated in the
residential campus that we have developed so
that ninety percent of our students can
literally live right on campus as part of a
Christian learning community. The covenant
perspective also takes concrete form as our
trustees seek out and appoint only faculty
who share this biblical perspective in order to
guide and mentor students within that part of
the covenant community that takes shape on
the Dordt campus.
Similarly, rather than a code of conduct
that outlines a host of rules for our student
life, we give each student a guide called
"Living in Christian Community." And
while we do specify particular areas that need
special attention in a community of 1400
young people, in general there is only one
rule: Don't do anything that breaks down
Christian community. In other words, anyone
who is disciplined at Dordt College basically
is disciplined for violating the covenant that
God's people have as they live in relationship
with each other and their Lord.
A few years ago I enjoyed a memorable
dinner conversation in which the president of
/

a Mennonite college and I discovered that we
both had to use the term "covenant" to
explain what we meant by Christian higher
education to a colleague from a prestigious
secular university. Although Anabaptist and
Reformed perspectives on covenant generally
have diverged quite sharply, if we hadn't had
the word "covenant" available, I can't imagine that the t1uee of us could have had a very
productive discussion at all. There just don't
seem to be many good substitutes available in
its place.
That's why I am glad to see that the word
has made a come back-at least in popular
media. In fact, the word has been used so frequently in the political discussion that a controversy has arisen over whether the term
"covenant" is simply too religious and probably should be kept out of the legislation altogether.
But this whole development over the
public use of the term "covenant" also has
left me somewhat unsettled. It seems ironic
that as the secular media starts using the word
freely, even claiming that it carries religious
connotations, many Christians have abandoned the word "covenant" altogetherapparently out of self-stimulated embarrassment or a self-induced fear of being misunderstood.
Overall, however, given how crucial the
word "covenant" has been to describing the
nature of a Christian learning community that
is at the heart of the Dordt College identity,
I'm glad that the word is back, and I truly
hope that we'll use it much more in the
future.
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President's Convocation begins second semester
Sally Jongsma

N

ewtradition started this year. The
President's Convocation was inaugurted as a way to celebrate and begin
the second semester. The first speaker was
writer and scholar Nancy Pearcey who spoke
on "Why Worldview Matters."
"Second semester really is a new beginning," says President Carl Zylstra. "Increasingly the campus population changes between
semesters." Zylstra is referring to the 100 or
more students who have spent a semester offcampus student teaching or participating in an
off-campus program as well as those who are
new transfer students or high school graduates.
"We don't all get together that often as a
college community. This is a good time to do
it," he says. "We need more formal ways to
celebrate and focus on our mission, and formal
events reaffirm the institution's identity and
calling. Having faculty robed puts us in touch
with our history and that of higher education."
It also provides an opportunity to bring in
outside speakers who share Dordt's Christian
perspective. Historically at Dordt College, the
president has given the fall convocation
address, a tradition Zylstra appreciates and
considers important. Commencement speakers
are usually faculty members who try to send
graduates off with a challenge that stems from
their four years of education at Dordt. Zylstra
applauds that tradition too. But he also sees the
need to bring in Christian scholars and authors
that students study and read. The new convocation presents a perfect opportunity.
"1 think it is valuable for students and faculty to hear and be encouraged by someone
who shares their perspective but is not right in
the middle of this institution's daily work,"
says Zylstra. He says that he and those who
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Ithink it is valuable
for students and
faculty to hear
and be encouraged
by someone who
shares their perspective
but is not right in
the middle of this
institution's daily work.
Nancy Pearcey not only gave the convocation address for the entire campus, she presented an academic
paper on the roots of.modern s~ience to which three professors responded: Drs. Calvin Jongsma, Keith
Sewell, and Arnold Sikkema. Sikkema, Zylstra, and Pearcey are pictured after the dinner and discussion.

work with him to choose speakers have made a
conscious decision to look for people who can
help students develop Christian perspective in
their academic work.
Nancy Pearcey was an excellent first
President's Convocation speaker, Zylstra
believes. "What she said about worldview fit
so well with the central themes and mission of
our curriculum and reminds us how important
that view is for the broader world. She was
inspirational and helped us focus on the task
we have before us."
Future speakers will be chosen by the
same criteria. Zylstra plans to look for someone with a reputation for leadership in an academic setting, someone with a scholarly reputation and a track record of giving leadership in
Reformed biblical perspective, someone who
can help us better understand who we are and
what our impact can be, and someone who can
speak to the range of people on campus.
Next year's speaker is already selectedRuth Tucker, who presently teaches at Calvin
Theological Seminary. Many students have
read her books for courses, and Zylstra is confident that she will help students understand
how to live their faith in a variety of contexts.
Response to the first President's
Convocation has been positive. In addition to
giving a well-received presentation, Pearcey
presented a model of a woman scholar and
demonstrated an acti vism and a personal
warmth that students and faculty appreciated.
"Why Worldview Matters" didn't propose
such new ideas, but allowed students to hear
foundational ideas in a fresh way from someone outside of the college. "Being validated by
someone who is recognized in the broader
Christian community is reaffirming," says
Zylstra.
"It reminds me of experiences preachers
have," Zylstra says. "Some of the central
themes you try to stress get said by a guest
minister or speaker and people buzz about
them for days. This wasn't so new, but it was
fresh. That's what Pearcey did for us."
Students who attended agreed. David
Hjelle, a junior engineering major from Fergus
Falls, Minnesota, says that it wasn't so new but
that he was reminded of the importance of
worldview and how it affects kids' books,
movies, and so many other things that surround
us. Senior Amy Vroom, a political science
major from Orland Park, Illinois, says Pearcey
gave her insight into how to analyze everyday
things by seeing the worldview that shapes

them, and it encouraged her to see the influence Christians can have in society.
"Convocation is a good thing," says Jenny
Berkompas, a junior English major from
Sunnyside, Washington. "We really need to
start the semester with something thought-provoking. I never get tired of hearing about
worldview. I never actually realized how special a world view type of thought is."
"She encouraged us as Reformed
Christians to get out there and rub elbows with
people," says Gerrit Wieringa, a freshman history major from McCook, Illinois. "We need to
engage culture. She reminded us of that."

"

Pearcey urges students to
be worldview missionaries
ancy Pearcey's convocation
address was drawn from writing and research she is current~y doing for her next book, which
will focus on the importance of worldview. She began by saying how wonderful it was to be among like-minded
people-something
that doesn't happen often for her in public speakingand told Dordt students what a wonderful gift and intellectual treasure
they have here.
"The world needs what you
have," she said, saying that current
events have heightened that need.
"We're suddenly faced with a
belief system that is as powerful as
any twentieth century 'ism," she said,
then quoting C.S. Lewis who wrote
that people do the most evil when they
are trying to do good, when they are
acting out what they believe is true.
"If we don't understand how to
analyze worldviews, we won't grasp
what is going on in our world." In her
view evangelical Christianity is weakest in this area: high technical proficiency but no Christian political philosophy or sense of Christian perspective beyond being honest and moral.
"Their hearts are in the right place but
their faith is completely privatized,"
she says.
For some, world view is academic,

N

/

stuffy, cerebral, she said. But she disagrees passionately.
"It is intensely personal. It helps
us answer the most important questions in our lives-where
do we come
from, what are we living for, what do
we base life on, who are we?"
"Do you realize what a precious
heritage this is? How rare this is? How
much the Christian world needs what
you have?" she asked Dordt students
and faculty repeatedly.
Using the examples of a
Berenstein Bears children's book,
Marxist philosophy, and tbe
political/social phenomenon of sexual
liberation, she showed how the theme
of creation, fall, and redemption could
be used as a tool to understand what
drives our society.
"It's important to do worldview
analysis so you don't get taken in
unsuspectingly," she said.
"God has given you a privilege
and an opportunity to see how your
faith applies to all of life, but you're
not just here for your benefit," she
concluded. "It is a gift you've been
given to bring to the rest of the
Christian world, to teach and to
strengthen the body. May God give
you grace to be worldview missionaries to prepare his people to meet the
challenges of the twenty-first century."
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Dordt theatre
people bring
home four
ACTF awards
Andrew De Young

T

Angela Dekkers and Marion Van Soelen review the printed billboards before they are hung.

Billboards designed
by Dordt senior dot
tri-state countryside

S

enior graphic design major Angela
Dekkers from Orange City, Iowa, says
there's nothing quite like seeing your
work spread across a billboard as you drive
down the road. Dekkers recently completed a
project for a number of Christian schools in
the area in an attempt to broaden people's
awareness of what Christian schools offer.
The project began in the fall of 2000 after
t was a great
art professor Jacob Van Wyk sent out a cam_~""_.'ir7us
e-mail asking for-N0'ects for his
__
advanced graphics students. Marion Van
experience to work
Soelen, who is coordinator of Christian
Schools International (CSI) District Six and
with an organization
has an office on campus, saw the request and
asked for a student to design posters to promote Christian schools. Dekkers was one of
as a client rather
three students who agreed to work on the
posters.
They were put in contact with Sherri
than just complete a
Ten Napel, who chairs a marketing committee
for District IV, and from there the ideas got
project for class.
bigger, Dekkers says. Eventually the other two
students bowed out, and Dekkers was hired
not only to design posters, bnt also brochures
for individual schools in the area and billboards promoting Christian education.
Dekkers offered Ten Napel two designs,
one more geared to elementary schools, one
more professional-looking, she says. The marketing committee then offered these designs to
Christian schools who could customize them
with photos of their students and teachers and
send them out to their communities. Response
Launching Parent
was strong. New billboards are being hung in
E-mail Newsletter
the area and are designed to be moved periodWe're planningto launchan
ically to other locations.
e-mail newsletterfor parents(of
"We've learned from marketers that after
Dordtstudents)laterthis year.
a sign is up for a certain amount of time peoIt will include campus news
ple don't even see it anymore," says Van
andevents and otheritems
Soelen. So they plan to hang the signs in difof interestto parents.
ferent places in the Iowa! Minnesota! South
Please submityour preferred
Dakota tri-state area.
e-mail addressto:
"It was a great experience to work with
parentnews@dordt.edu
an organization as a client rather than just
complete a project for class," says Dekkers.
She needed to stay in close communication
with Van Soelen and Ten N apel and see the
project through from its beginning ideas to
getting photographs to final proofing. "It
wasn't just a grade I was working for but
something that would promote Christian edncation in the community and that many people
would see," says Dekkers. "And it felt good to
do something for a cause I feel committed to."

I
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he theatre arts department at Dordt has
always been appreciated by students
and faculty, but it often receives
broader recognition for excellence as well.
This happened most recently when Esther Van
Eek, Mark Jansen, and Eric Van Wyk received
awards at the American College Theatre
Festival (ACTF) Regional Festival in Lincoln,
Nebraska.
According to Simon du Toit, chair of the
theatre arts department, the ACTF is a festival
that "celebrates the best in college theater."
Representatives for the festival attend plays at
different colleges, discussing the plays with
the cast, director, and others who were
involved with the play. Each representative
can nominate the best work to go to the festival. According to du Toit, "Only the very best
work gets nominated."
This year, Eric Van Wyk and Mark Jansen
both won Meritorious Achievement Awards.
Van Wyk, a senior theater major from Sioux
Center, won for scene design on The Glass
Menagerie, and Jansen, a sophomore music
major from Tucson, Arizona, won for sound
design, also on The Glass Menagerie.
According to Jansen, "It really gives me a
good sense of accomplishment. This was the
first thing I ever did for a play, and the fact
that I won on the first time really is a confidence-booster!"
Also taking home awards was Esther Van
Eek, the costume designer for the theatre arts
....._
_

Eric Van Wyk's set design for The Glass Menagerie
won a Meritorious Achievement Award at the
Regional ACTF FesivaJ.

department. She won two awards, one for her
work in A Strindberg Evening and another for
her work in Scapin. "It's a really nice boost,"
she says. "It's great to get recognition from
my colleagues."
Du Toit says that she has good reason to
be proud. "To win two in one year is very
unusual. I can't remember that ever happening
before. For a small college like Dordt to walk
away with four awards is truly amazing."
But Dordt doesn't participate in the ACTF just
for the awards. There are also great benefits
for Dordt students. According to du Toit, "It's
great for our students to be exposed to the
achievement and accomplishments of other
schools. They can really be challenged and
inspired by all the good work out there."
It's not just Dordt students who benefit,
though. People from other colleges also benefit from interacting with Dordt students and
faculty. At this year's festival, du Toit moderated a panel on acting and faith. "It's good
to talk to people who aren't necessarily
Christians," he says. "This was not a mission
trip, but we were sharing the light. It is not
only possible to be Christian and excellent in
theater, it is essential. God requires us to be
excellent in theater."
-

Campus capsu es
Art students earn spot in
Iowa College Salon

F

our Dordt student works were accepted in
the Iowa College Salon, a statewide biennial juried art competition. Gradnate and
undergraduate students submitted 640 works
of art this year. Sixty-two pieces were selected, most from students at state universities
and graduate schools. Junior Tanya Miller
from Kalingrad, Rnssia, had two pieces
selected, and seniors Jenny Goslinga fmm
Orange City, Iowa, and Angela Kevan from
Twin Falls, Idaho, each had one piece in the
show. The exhibit is on display from
Febrnary 17 throngh April 21 in Ames, Iowa.

proposal to the Lilly Endowment for their
"Programs for the Theological Exploration of
Vocation 2002" grants program.
The goal of the Lilly program is to identify and nurture a new generation of talented
and religiously committed leaders for church
and society. Dordt's grant of $50,000 will fund
the work of a committee chaired by Dr. John
Kok, dean of the humanities, to present a proposal to the Lilly Foundation in September of
2002. The proposed program will focus on
ways Dordt can more effectively emphasize
calling and task in its curriculum, advise and
mentor students based on their gifts, help students develop leadership abilities, reflect on
staff and faculty sense of vocation, and encourage reflective scholarship.

International agriculture
conference to be held
on campus

B

Dordt receives Lilly
planning grant

D

ordt is one of fifty institutions to receive a
planning grant that will fund the research
and writing necessary to submit a major
/

iblical Holism and Agriculture:
Cultivating our Roots is the title of an
international conference to be held on Dordt's
campus from May 14-17, 2002. It is co-sponsored by Dordt College and Food for the
Hungry International. The corderence
brochure urges people to "spend three days
with respected thinkers, writers, and practitioners and walk away with a fresh understanding of God's purpose for those who love
the land." The goal of the corderence is to
develop a commitment to action that will
transform the way people think about agriculture. It is offered for agriculturalists, students,
fanners, and anyone who is interested in the
land. For more information visit the website
at www.thi.netlgme/fse/bha30rderence.
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Sports updates
Dordt men post great
season record, end
third in conference
Mike Byker
Sports Infonnation

Director

he Dordt Defenders men's basketball team
recently concluded the 2001-2002 season
with a 19-9 record. After being placed fifth in
the preseason conference poll, the Defenders put
together a solid 11-5 record and finished third
place in the Great Plains Athletic Conference
regular season race. Of the nine Defender losses
this season, five were to teams rated in the
NAIA's top twenty-five.
The Defenders' season came to a close with
a loss to Dakota Wesleyan in the quarterfinal
round of the conference tournament by a score
of 95·82. The Defenders' nineteen-game win
total was the highest single season mark since
the 1988-89 season when the Defenders also
went 19-9.
Evan Beimers earned conference player-ofthe-week honors in early January and led the
team with his 14.9 points-per-game average,
pushing his total to 927 career points. Kyle Van

T

Dordt librarians help
update periodical index

S

heryl Taylor and Gwen Vos, two
members of the Dordt College library
staff, are currently developing the Christian
Reformed Church Periodical Index
(CRCPI), an online database that allows
users to look up puhlications put out by
organizations related to the Christian
Reformed Church. The Banner, Christian
Home and School, Christian Educator s
Journal, Dordt's Pro Rege, and many others
will he included in the database.
According to Taylor, "The index is
in the process of being implemented.
It was started by Calvin's library, and we
are working with them to get the index
completely updated." Taylor's joh is to
index Pro Rege articles, while Vos indexes
articles from the Christian Educator's
Journal.

Students lobby in
nation's capitol
Andrew

De Young

W

hile most students were listening to
lectures or writing papers, those in Dr.
Fred Van Geest's Environmental Policy and
Politics class were in Washington, D.C., participating in the political process. The students lobhied on hehalf of Restoring Eden,
an environmental group that is working to
protect the Alaskan National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR) ..

The refuge, some 1.5 million acres of
land, is one of the world's largest protected
areas. Now the land may be used to drill for
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Arendonk, Shawn De Stigter, and Eric Maas all
averaged in double figures as well, with Maas
reaching 899 career points by season's end.
Brian Wassenaar will be the only player to
graduate this spring. The senior from Sheldon,
Iowa, scored 602 points in his career, playing in
108 gannes. In his four years at Dordt College,
the team record was 58-50.

Van Reek nudges
all-time high scorers

A

lso
playing in a
conference
filled with
teams
rated in
the top
twentyfive by the
NAIA, the
Dordt
Lady
Defenders
recently
ended
their year
at 5-21.
For much of the year, the Great Plains Athletic
Conference had four teams rated in the top fifteen in the nation: Dakota Wesleyan, Hastings,
Concordia, and Northwestern.
Senior Serena Van Beek from Hartley,
Iowa, gave a distraction from some of the losses
as she edged towards the top of the Dordt
College all-time scoring list. By the time Van
Beek scored her last in a 25-point outburst in the
season finale at Martin Luther College, she had
taken third place with 1260 career points, ranking behind only Lisa Roos and Jill Bousema on

oil, which many say will make the United
States less dependent on foreign oil.
That's not necessarily true, according
to Steve Brouwer, one of the students who
went on the trip. He says, "It would take
about ten years for the oil to even get to
market. There are alternative energies we
can use, and renewable energies." Brouwer
also thinks a bill proposed by John McCain,
which would require cars to run at thirty-six
miles per gallon by the year 2012, could be
another solution. "We have the technology to
make efficient cars," says Brouwer, "We just
need to use it."
Matt Van Voorst, another student on the
trip, thinks that the ANWR issue is very relevant for Christians. "As stewards of God's
creation, we have an obligation to protect
creation," he says. "Focusing on this issue
leads to the broader issue of energy and how
to avoid a crisis."
During the trip, the students got to meet
with a number of congressional aides, and at
one point had a meeting with one of Iowa's
senators, Chuck Grassley.
The people who went on the trip say that
it was a great experience. According to Todd
De Rooy, "We saw that lohhying is effective,
and that senators do care about what people
have to say."
Other students found the trip useful
because they are interested in careers in the
political arena. Van Voorst says that
he may be interested in lobbying or in
city government. Brent Dieleman says,
"Before the trip I wasn't interested in a
career in politics at all, but the trip made me
consider a political career."
Andrew De Young originally wrote this
article for the Dordt Diamond.

the all-time high list.
For the season, Van Beek scored 14.5
points per game and is one of two players the
Lady Defenders will lose to graduation. Darci
Wassenaar is the only other senior on the Dordt
roster. After focusing on volleyball and softball
for the last three years, Wassenaar joined the
Lady Defenders hasketball team in early
December. Wassenaar ended the season with 7.6
points-per-game average and also grahbed 4.4
rebounds per game, just behind Van Beek's average of 4.6.

Dordt indoor track
season completed
en Dordt athletes participated in the March
2, 2002, NAJA National Indoor Track and
Field meet in Johnson City, Tennessee.
The Dordt men's 3200 meter relay team of
Jeff Taylor, junior from Brampton, Ontario;
Marcus Scholten, junior from Sheldon, Iowa;
Jon Dekkers, senior from Hawarden, Iowa; and
Stefen Petersen, sophomore from Oxie. Sweden,
qualified for the finals and finished eighth in the
finals with a time of 8:00.13. The women's team
of Emily Kauk, senior from Saronville,
Nebraska; Tanya Holtrop, freshman from
Sheldon, Iowa; Kristi Meendering, sophomore
from Hull, Iowa; and Rebecca Demarest, junior
from Lawrence, Kansas, also made it to the
finals where they finished eighth with a time of
9:37.59.
Taylor also ran in the lOOOmeters and was
eliminated in the first round with a time of
3:09.65. Tony Rietema, senior from Pella, Iowa,
ran the 55 meter high hurdles in a first-round
time of 7.99 hut failed to advance to the semifinal round. Jill Schreurs, senior from Sioux
Center, Iowa, cleared 9'9" in the pole vault but
did not place.

T

Datatel comes to
campus
Andrew

Brock to speak at
Friends of Dordt
banquet
Mrs. Joan Brock has been
selected as the guest speaker for
Dordt College's annual Friends
of Dordt banquet to be held
Friday, April 26, in the Dordt
College Recreation Center.
Brock worked at the Iowa
Braille and Sight Saving School
prior to losing her own sight
within three week's time in
1984. She now pursues a professional speaking career.
With assistance from coauthor Derek L. Gill, Joan wrote
about her life in the hook More
Than Meets the Eye, published
in 1994. In 2000, Joan was
named national spokesperson to
Prevent Blindness America, a
non-profit organization dedicated to eye health safety training and research.
For more information on
tickets and reservations for the
Friends of Dordt banquet, contact the Dordt College
Advancement Office at (712)
722-6020.

De Young

he computer services team is hard at
work implementing Datatel, a newly
purchased administrative database system that will serve the whole campus.
According to Brian Van Donselaar, director of
computer services, Datatel is a piece of software to manage business affairs of the college.
Datatel will replace the existing system, which
was built over the years by computer services
employees and the students they hired.
The switch to Datatel will have many
advantages, Van Donselaar says. "The software is very customizable, so we can set it up
to fit the way we do business." However, he
admits that this means more work in implementing the system.
"We have to customize all of the software, and then convert the information from
the existing system," he says. The first office
to go online with Datatel will be the business
office on July I, 2002. The entire campus
should be online by December 31, 2003.
The henefits of the Datatel system should
be worth the wait. Once the system is up and
running, students will be able to register for
classes online, switch classes, or request a
transcript at any time. Faculty will be able to
get student records, which will make advising
easier. Alumni will be able to go online and
find information pertaining to them, and even
make contributions to Dordt College with a
credit card.
Van Donselaar is excited about the
change. "Datatel will simplify operations a
lot," he says. "Many things that are difficult to
do right now will be more convenient when
the new system is up."

T
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Once

the system

is up and running,
students will be able
to register for classes
online, switch classes,
or request a transcript
at any time.
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who don't feel comfortable with certain campus worship opportunities

or camps of

thought." He rues the gap but acknowledges
there have always been differences
dents express their faith.

in how stu-

"When I was a student there were two
chapel services a week, and I felt that was

enough. We worshiped in a local church on
Sunday. I was in college to study," Hielema
says. He and other students in the 70s expected
the church to take care of their puhlic worship,
whereas today's students want to take more
ownership for it themselves, he believes.

Hielerna was part of the committee that
helped GIFT begin four years ago, largely
because, he says, students today have a different relationship with local churches. Age has
become a more powerful separator today.
Many students want their own worship as
well-one
that is more open and expressive,
more personal and intimate than what they find
in local congregations.

Dr. Wayne Kohes, who also teaches theology, sees this as an important influence on
increased student worship opportunities.
"There's a strong emphasis on having a
personal relationship with Jesus," he says.
The student-run

GIFT worship service meets twice each month in the B.J. Haan Auditorium.

Many students are willing to sacrifice a
summer job to do something they consider
worthwhile. He commends today's students for

Music plays an important part in every service.

Nurturing Spirit-filled living is Dordt's mission
Sally Jcngsma

ome Sunday evenings nearly half of
the students on campus attend GIFT
(Growing in Faith Together), a bi-weekly

These more visible and often more expressive worship events have led some to describe

more openly sharing and expressing their faith
and more actively reaching out to others who

don't know Christ as Savior, but he also
believes that faith should not be an individual
"me and Jesus" experience. Like other professors and students, he wants to make sure that in
the process of being more focused on their

Hard academic work

S

Draayer, isn't so sure it's because students take

Christian students do not lose what has been

their faith more seriously. Most Dordt students
always have. But he does say that many are

their greatest strength-a

is also spiritual service.

On Wednesday nights the Student Union
Building lounge is often packed with
students, led by teams of instrumentalists,

more open and more expressive

"

student worship service held in the chapel.

singing contemporary praise songs. On
Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few
hundred trickle into the B.l. Haan Auditorium
~ for-chapel. The numbers-seem-a bit-smaller
than some years, but many students attend

about their

faith today.
Dr. Pam Adams from the education department agrees. "I think students are more worship and service oriented, but they're not selfcentered and concerned about only their indi-

understanding

hig-as-the-world

of service and worship.

"The Christian's relationship to God is
always spoken of in the context of covenant
community in the Bible. Anyone who comes to
know the Christ of Scripture knows him as

Head of the body, as Savior and Lord of his
people." The Christian faith is intensely per-

vidual relationship with God." As future teach-

sonal, but it is never individualistic,

ers, she says, her students are always thinking
about reaching out to others, too.
"What we have here is encouraging," says

Christ restores people to live in fellowship with

record-setting sixty-nine-degree
participate in a workshop on

issues by students, says Dordt's campus

pastor, Dr. Donald Draayer.
"The worship workshop exceeded

I had pretty high

expectations," Draayer said after the

event. "Dr. [John]Witvliet did a great job
laying out the basics of worship that is
biblically sensitive and faithful. What he
presented was applicable to any style of
worship 'and demonstrated that style is
less significant than faithfulness."

Senior Rochelle Senti, who coordinates GIFf, a campus communal wor-

ship time, says the day gave her a deeper
biblical sense that worship has different
manifestations: it is a way of life, a time
to gather, and a response of praise.

Freshman Dan Zylstra from South
Holland, Illinois, found Witvliet's

dom. not first of all to be spiritually uplifted.
In his role as professor, Kobes is heartened

student member of the Spiritual Activities

that so many students express a strong desire to

Committee. "There are plenty of opportunities

serve the Lord. He finds that some. though.

to be involved

need nudging to see this as more than cultivat-

in worship if you are so

inclined, but no one forces you to. That makes

ing a feeling of closeness to God or of
enrolling in more elective classes in missions
as they pursue their professional training.
"Working as a good engineer in Latin
America or in a North American firm is very

The workshop was made possible
through a Worship Renewal Grant from
the Calvin Center for Christian Worship
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, with funds
provided by Lilly Endowment. It was led
by Dr. John Witvliet, director of the

ties on campus, we need training," says
Hielema. The number of students participating also indicates the interest in such

junior Matt Deppe from Holland, Michigan,

people participate hecause they want to." In
addition to GIFf, Wednesday Praise and
Worship, and chapel, students gather in
Covenant Groups, residence hall wing Bible
studies, and other small informal groups.
"Some people do all of them," says Deppe.

promise of salvation is renewed.

that because we plan worship opportuni-

him and with each other, to work in his king-

description of worship as covenant

worship. It was a rich and wonderful

Spiritual Activities Committee.
''The workshop grew out of a sense

he says.

renewal helpful in thinking about what
we do in worship-the Lord speaks to
his people and they answer back. The

day, says Dr. Sydney Hielema, who
teaches theology and is a member of the

6 Voice

personal relationship with Christ. Reformed

Dordt's campus pastor, Dr. Donald

worship on campus are greater and different
than they were even ten years ago.

n January 26 nearly fifty Dordt
students gave their Saturday-a

my expectations-and

spirituality on

faithfully. The opportunities for communal

Worship workshop trains student leaders
day-to

an atmosphere of heightened
campus.

"There's a definite spirituality here," says

freshman Dan Zylstra from Lansing, Illinois.
"Many teachers open class with Scripture and

prayer and every teacher I've had has made

important service if they are willing to be
counter-cultural," Kobes says. He strongly
encourages gifted students to apply for programs like the Pew Younger Scholars so that
they gain the scholarly depth to he able to
make significant contributions to their field of
expertise. Living the Christian life includes but

Center.

solid connections

"There's a shifting landscape in
worship today," says Draayer. That land-

and their field of study. Spirituality manifests

is much more than answering

itself in different ways. Some at Dordt are
fired-up, jumping-up-and-down,
shout-it-out

question "Do you love Jesus?" he says. Hard

scape spreads across denominational
lines and has also affected worship at

Dordt College. While Draayer appreciates the openness this has brought in
how students express their faith, he, too,
believes that student worship leaders and

participants need to understand what
worship is as they plan worship events.

Draayer hopes that workshops such
as this will also bridge gaps between different worship styles. He would like the

between the Christian faith

Christians. Other prefer to hold quiet Bible
studies and sing hymns to the Lord," he says.
Draayer acknowledges, however, that the
number and visibility as well as the more
expressive character of worship events sometimes create a gap between groups of students.

"People talk ahout the pious and the partyers," says Dr. Sydney Hielema, who teaches
theology and also serves on the Spiritual
Activities

Committee.

Hielema doesn't particu-

"yes" to the

academic work is also spiritual service.
Draayer agrees. "It's sometimes too easy

for students who have heard that all of life is
religion to think that somehow it will just all be
integrated." If it doesn't automatically happen,
it's easy to fall hack into looking at life as
made up of the sacred and secular. spiritual and
other.
Draayer describes how his experience

with

students on service projects can help bridge

this divide. "I used to dread sitting in the airport in Houston for hours on the way hack
from the PLIA service project in Nicaragua,"

worship conference held in January to be
a model for yearly conferences.

larly like the descriptions.

He adds, "I hope these efforts will
not only enrich campus worship, but also

the externals used to identify the character of

he says. He's now come to appreciate

the Christian life and a way of worshiping than

uses the time to talk with students about how

with where a person's heart is," he says,
adding, "Some who don't seem as overt in

the experience

provide church communities with better

equipped worship leaders as students
graduate and become part of churches."

"Those words often have more to do with

expressing

their faith are passionate Christians

/

it and

can shape their future-how

they will Iive in a way that promotes justice,
how they will train themselves to help society
continued on page 7
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Students
plan
their
own
worship
•
service
on campus
Sally Jongsma

R

ochelle Senti is a gifted mnsician, a
soprano soloist who sings in concert
choir and a violist who plays in the
chamber orchestra. She loves the classical
repertoire, and she also loves contemporary
praise songs. As her work study job, Senti
coordinates and plans GIFf (Growing in
Faith Together), a student-led worship service
held on campus twice per month and usually
attended by over 600 students.
"GIFf began three years ago to provide
an opportunity for students used to contemporary worship styles in their home churches
to worship in a way that wasn't readily available in local churches," says Senti. Today it
retains its expressive praise character but it
has also changed, she says.
"I've gotten more requests to sing hymns
recently," she says. Students have told her
they'd like to have meatier messages in the
services. Senti takes these suggestions seriously.
''There are so many different ways to
worship," she says. People come from many
backgrounds and experiences; instruments
come in many shapes and sounds. She wants
to incorporate the breadth of this diversity
into campus communal worship.
But she also knows that planning worship is more than throwing diverse elements
together. That's why she was so appreciative
. of the workshop for Dordt worship leaders
led by Dr. John Witvliet in late January.
"What we learned was very practical and
expanded my nnderstanding of what goes
into worship," Senti says. She found particu-

larly helpful Witvliet's conclusion that worship planners should help participants meet
God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God the
Father is almighty, transcendent, and creator
of all. Christ the Son came to earth as Savior,
friend, and encourager. God the Holy Spirit
lives and moves within us.
"Praise and worship tends to focus more
on the second and third aspects of God's
character," Senti says, noting, "Maybe that's
why we're seeing more blended worship-we're realizing we need to respond to all
aspects of God's nature."
Senti believes that the majority of Dordt
students want a balance in worship sty Ie.
"Many like to attend a church where
there's an organ and choir as well as contemporary praise songs and a variety of instruments," she says. Some students will seek out
more liturgically traditional worship services
but also attend GIFf. Others, she acknowledges, feel that a contemporary worship style
is the only way they can worship. And others
still do not feel at all comfortable with the
more expressive style they find at GIFf.
"I see GIFf as one of the spiritual activities available to Dordt students," says Senti.
"Students need to worship in congregations
with people of all ages, but this is good too."
Senti believes that what she and others
learned in the worship workshop will bring
some changes to GIFT services, but it reaffirmed her view that worship can take many
different forms.
Whatever the style, worship needs to follow basic principles, she says. Among other
considerations, songs chosen must say what
we believe and they need to be interesting for

Rochelle Senti, along with her husband, Mitch, is considering work with Youth with a Mission in
India next year. In the future, she hopes to serve as a worship coordinator in a church and teach
voice and piano lessons.

people to sing and musicians to play. She
acknowledges that some contemporary songs
are simple and repetitive and that hymns
often have more depth, but feels that praise
songs have a valuable place.
"What draws me to praise and worship
songs is often their simplicity. They give me
time to reflect on a single thought and do it
while I'm singing. They also allow singers
and musicians at many levels of ability to
participate. So many kids today play guitar.
These songs are easy to learn and can be
sung anywhere.
"Kids love to sing-G1Ff
gives a great
opportunity for that. But it is not as though
GIFf is the only important time of the week.
It is important to have a concentrated time of
praise, but it is also important to me to enjoy
and work hard at my studies," she says.
"That's worship too."

Praise

and worship

tends to focus more
on the second and
third aspects of
God's character,

"

Nurturing students to know what they believe and why
continued from page 6
deal with problems they've seen, and what
effect it might have on their studies to do so-taking advantage of a heightened sense of
spirituality to make them see concretely the
implications of living lives that honor God.
Living a life of service to God takes work,
Draayer and professors say. Heightened spirituality-a sense of closeness with God-is
crucial but not enough. It takes study of the
Bible and the world God created. And often
there are still no simple answers to what is
the right and wrong way to act.

"I think evangelicalism (the tradition I
grew up in) is now, more than ever, having a
powerful homogenizing influence on our
culture-including
students," says Dr. Ethan
Brue ('92), professor of engineering. In that
world view "spirituality is equated with faith.
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And spirituality is often measured by the
amount of thought, time, effort, resources,
and enthusiasm a person devotes to being
'religious.' Such an understanding assumes
that being 'religious' is only one part of
being human and contrasts with the
Reformed view that all of our living is
Holy Spirit-led activity." Spirituality that
is individual and personal, when it does
venture beyond the walls of a personal
relationship with Christ, often remains
comfortably within the bounds of ecclesiastical activities, he believes.
While he applauds the positive consequences this may have for church-related
programs, he notes that it could mean there
will be fewer servants who dare to infiltrate
the mission fields of politics, corporations, and
academia. Based on his personal experience
he tries to help students see how important this
all-encompassing view of worship and service
is.
While professors are heartened by the
seriousness with which students approach their
faith, many say they have been disappointed to
hear students in chapel or in classroom devotions say that the only important thing in their
lives is their personal relationship with Godthe rest doesn't really matter. They've also
heard students say they're sick of hearing
about Christian world view. And professors
find that first period classes that begin with
devotions often get higher ratings on perspective in student evaluations. The challenge is to
discover how faith not only drives but also
requires daily service, whether it is studying or
something else.
Matt Deppe recalls a student devotion
given during a crunch time of the semester

implying that the
way to get
through the busyness and stress
was to simply
realize that one's
spiritual life was
the only really
important thing to
worry about.
"I might
have said the
same thing a few
years ago," he
says. Today, as a
psychology and
philosophy major,
he believes his
faith has become
more concrete
because he's been
Students grow in faith both by
pushed to think
deeply about what he believes and why, and
what its implications are. He appreciates GIFT
worship services because of the way they
build community, he says. His real growth has
come through wrestling with issues in his
studies in the context of his faith.
Brenda Janssen, a junior from Beamsville,
Ontario, agrees. "Classes and studies are more
than just required, they're a way for me to
grow as a Christian."
Kobes encourages this attitude in a cultural setting that privatizes religion in the
name of separation between church and state
---despite the increased mention of God's
name in the public square. He and others want
continued on page 8
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singing and studying the environment.

Living

the Christian

life includes but is
much more than answering 'yes' to the question

'Do you love Jesus?'
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A semester abroad
makes easy answers
seem irrelevant
Allison De Jong ('02)

I

W hat makes
beliefs genuine
also makes them
challenging:
living them out.

"
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've
lived most of my life in Sioux Center.
It's a small town. I've grown up surrounded
by the Christian Reformed Church. And the
Dutch-American people that come along with
it. And Reformed theology-though I haven't
always known what it is.
Spending a semester in Egypt was quite a
change for me. It jolted my faith. It jolted my
Reformed foundalion. It jolted my sense of
responsibility.
Egypt's population is ninety percent
Muslim, ten percent Christian. I lived in Cairo
for three months, surrounded by beautiful
mosques, the call to prayer, women wearing
higabs (head scarves), and taxis displaying
verses of the Qur'an. And I found it too easy
to observe without engaging, to hear the call to
prayer at 4:30 in the morning without realizing
the implications of millions of people exercising
a different faith, to admire the flowing higabs
yet not be touched by what they represent. I
watched Egypt from the outside, holding myself
back, not lelting my heart or mind open up
freely to the people and experiences around me.
I heard the loudspeaker-amplified call to
prayer five times a day and was fascinated by
this alien culture. I watched devout Muslim
men kneel on their prayer rugs in the streets,
bowing their heads to the ground, murmuring
prayers to Allah. I admired the elegantly attired
Egyptian women, made even more lovely by
their vivid higabs, I drank it in, yet I did not let
the implications sink into my mind.
Until one day. One brightEgyptian afternoon (the sun always shines in Egypt) I met
with three Muslim women to talk about their
faith. They were beautiful, elegant, educated,
employed. One wore a higab, two didn't. As I
talked with them, I became increasingly aware
of their passion for God. I knew Muslims worshiped God, but I didn't understand that they,
like Christians, became excited and awed when
talking about his goodness.
"We must worship only one God," my
friend Yasmin told me. "He is the one God
who created the whole universe. He calls his
creation to praise him." As she went on to talk
aboul how she loved and worshiped God, her
face lit up, dark eyes flashing.
I sat there, watching her, listening to what
she was saying, while at the same time my
mind seemed to shut down---or maybe it was
my heart. Or my soul. Where was my passion,
my excitement, for God? At that point in my
life I had very little-s-certainly not as much as
Yasmin Amine, a young Egyptian Muslim
woman, had just shown me.
My foundations were shaken. It was easy
enough for me to believe in the rightness of
Christianity when I hadn't met any Muslims. I
could coolly shrug off other religions as wrong,
as silly, as inferior, before I'd lived in another
religious culture. But I realized that day that
my entire background and existence were small
compared to the rest of the world. I was shaken
by the realization that I knew so little about the
billions of people, thousands of cultures, and
hundreds of countries spread across the earth.
What assurance could I have that my beliefs
were right when I'd never considered other
alternatives?
What good is blind belief? Who could say
I wouldn't be a Muslim if I had been born an
Egyptian? I realized that I had never questioned
my beliefs before, that I had never been forced

Allison De Jong (bottom left) spent the rail semester studying in Cairo on the Middle East Studies Program.

to a place where belief and tradition were torn
away.
I found no easy answers. In fact, as the
semester progressed, I found no answers to the
question burning in my soul: Why do I believe
what I do; what should I believe? Rather, the
number of questions grew. And, in the two
months since I've come home, the questions
linger still. Back in my Reformed, small-town
community, easy answers lie at my fingertips:
Read the Heidelberg Catechism. Go to church
twice on Sundays. Do devotions for half an
hour every day. Go back to the traditions, the
way of life with which I'd grown up. But I
don't want easy answers. Accepting them,
being content with them, would be like a
starving woman eating grass: it fills but does
not satisfy.
Refusing the easy answers is a challenge,
but God gives me His grace. He works through
people and events, through friends and letters,
snowfalls and pastors, books and professors. As
I watch the people around me, I am encouraged
by their small acts of faith, by activities as
simple as crocheting or baking bread. I am
encouraged by those with wider views, who
look at the world and know its darkness, yet
smile and pitch in with all their love and
energy. I see the faith of those who have been
through hard times-yet whose trust in God is
woven into everything they do. I see the struggles of others and realize that my struggle is
not so unusual, that struggling is necessary to
make us stronger. And I see the beginning of
finding answers to my questions.
Perhaps the reason I refuse the easy

answers is that they seem empty. Perhaps the
reason my beliefs were stripped away was that
they, too, were empty, without the substance
of action. What makes beliefs genuine also
makes them challenging: living them out.
"Faith without works is dead," lames tells us,
and maybe that's why my faith faltered so
quickly.
I have a long way to go. And living where
I do makes it easy for me to be complacent and
even apathetic. But I found something I wrote
last semester, a realization I had while learning
about the conflict between the Palestinians and
the Israelis:
I can't change others. I have to
start with myself: looking at my views
and seeing how they may be blinded
and prejudiced. I have to learn all I can,
pray continually, open my heart and
mind to the suffering and injustice.
Living what I say I believe is the first
step, and one of the most powerful witnesses to others.
If I seek to do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with God, that way
of life has a way of shining-like light
rays, spilling, gleaming, refracting, to
reach the people and minds and hearts
around me. And if that light of peace
reaches others, perhaps it will illumine
their lives as well, so that they, too,
become lights-and more lights, and
more, until the darkness is fragmented,
broken apart into tiny pieces and gone
forever.
And that inspires me.

Nurturing students for lives of
continued from page 7
students to leave Dordt with a strong faith that
will bring their Christian perspective into a
business by making decisions that treat people
and resources respectfully---or a public policy
debate by helping shape actions on principles
of justice-or
a law enforcement office by
encouraging restitution for wrongdoing.
Dr. Charles Adams, dean of the natural
science division, also encourages students to
fight against an anti-intellectual tendency often
found in evangelical circles-and
lamented by
reputable evangelical and Reformed leaders.
Adams believes that spirituality should manifest itself by a passion for doing God's will that
overflows in concrete works of love. Spiritfilled Christians should prophetically call the
community to responsible discipleship, passionately strive to know the will of the Lord for
life in the 21st cenlury (often through Christian
scholarship), and humbly reject status quo
values of society, he says.
He is excited and encouraged when he

/

sees students use their Christian education as a
starting point for living a life of discipleship,
whether that is through relief work or church
planting or in a profession promoting environmental stewardship or responsible technology.
To establish the right climate for such
service Hielema believes it might be helpful
to once again reexamine our campus public
worship.
"1'd like to see one service that everyone
went to once a week that could be what we all
need it be, to strengthen us as a community of
Christians and build us up for the work we
have to do in this world. I think most students
would be thrilled with such a worship time
too."
Maybe faculty and campus leaders need to
wrestle harder with Scripture and the implications of a Christian worldview so that it
becomes more than jargon that students get
tired of. And maybe more students need to dig
into Scripture to understand the life-changing
power of the Holy Spirit to transform their
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Plumbline

The antidote to pietism and
revolutionism is spirit-filled living
Ethan Brue

T

he "lookout" gave the "all clear." We
lurched into action. With screwdrivers
unsheathed, two of us embarked on a
frontal assault, while our comrades attempted
to circumvent the right flank. In a matter of
seconds it became clear that our foe was of
greater consequence than previous intelligence reports had revealed. That Sunday
afternoon two disappointed high schoolers
stood at the entrance of the seminary library
grasping a couple of greasy hinge pins. The
library door stood firm.
However, even before we surrendered the
pins back to the hardware from which they
caroe, we heard a hushed but jubilant voice
from the other side of the wall; our comrades
had successfully breached the right flank
through the ceiling tiles. We were in! In a
matter of seconds we had returned the overdue book and successfully completed our
mission.
Looking back on these high school years,
I am not sure why we did it. But then, not all
spontaneous teenage activities are grounded
in reason. Certainly, if OUI motivation for our
Sunday afternoon adventure was guided by
the desire to fulfill our obligations as conscientious library patrons, we could have taken
advantage of what the library called a "grace
period" and simply returned the book on
Monday. But on that day, the freedom of
grace seemed less attractive than the challenge of climbing over the walls. Such was
dormitory life for a group of teenagers.
Not all such extracurricular activities
were equally unproductive. On another such
after hours mission in OUI school library we
stumbled across a rather amusing book on
the library shelves. The book was titled
Enemies of Youth. Written in the 1930s, it
had a delightfully descriptive table of contents. Chapters such as "Smoking-The
Short-cut to Insanity," "Movies-The
Kindergarten of Hell," and similar such

discipleship
whole lives-not just what they've come to
refer to as their spiritual life.
That's a process that will continue to take
time and commitment on everyone's part. But
the climate seems open to such efforts.
"You can tell that people want to grow
and be challenged," says Denise Yer Beek, a
sophomore from Zeeland, Michigan. "It's
challenged me [to want to grow] to see that."
"My faith hasn't grown by leaps and
bounds since coming to Dordt, but 1 can say it
has changed," says Dan Zylstra. "Being in the
Dordt community has forced me to examine
the fundamentals of my worldview. And my
classes have challenged me to look more
objectively at different aspects of our culture
and other cultures. My faith has matured like a
growing sapling, not by exhaustive leaps and
bounds but by a careful, steady growth both
upwards and outwards, as if someone was
keeping me from overextending myself, but
also making sure I continue on my way."
That's what Dordt faculty and student leaders
hope happens to all students on campus.
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descriptions were given for drinking alcohol,
card playing, and dancing. I suppose this
book was intended to shock some morality
into rebellious teenagers, but for the four
souls who had found themselves in a closed
library, the book simply provided the material
for hours of subsequent entertainment. Some
of our best pietistic preacher impersonations
were inspired by this work, providing hours
of maybe not so healthy laughter. If some
form of authentic Christianity lay hidden
behind the content of tltis book, such authenticity escaped us.
To understand why such escapades
seemed to be the nonn rather than the exception at my pietistic Christian high school,
you must recognize that our lives were
dictated by pietism: no long hair, no jeans,
no T-shirts, no lights on after 10:00, no
movies, no dating without permission, no
unapproved popular music, a required prayer
before class, a mandatory"spiritual emphasis" week; the list goes on.
Within this context I believe as teenagers
we acted out a principal axiom of faith.
When we as the church try to construct a
prepackaged system of morality, a sort of
faith in a box, the walls that result rarely
serve the intended purpose. Such walls, like
seminary walls on Sunday afternoons, look
more like attractive challenges than boundaries. A common response will be unholy
laughter.
While the specifics may vary, pietism is
always the impossible task of trying to contain God. Pietism tries to reduce God to a
system of theology, a day of the week, or a
set of ten or twelve neatly defined rules. The
living God is not that small. You may think
that I aro about to make a few bored high
school students the heroes of tltis story-the

Last call
for Europe 20021
Want to see the sights
of Europe
in the company of
well-traveled hosts
and other friends of
Christian education?
Join Howard and Vicki Hall
for a
Bike and Barge Tour
of the Netherlands

June 22-29 and/or

The Heart
of Europe Tour
June 27-Ju'y

"

Call the Alumni Office--800-343-6738, extension #3
or e-mail: alnmni@dordt.edu
for more information.

When

all

of

life is religion,
the walls
Dr. Ethan Brue ('92) teaches engineering courses.

great pietism busters. No, not really. As with
many movements against pietism, the revolutionaries prefer to loiter around the walls of a
pietistic faith, content only with the superficial freedom provided by continually breaking walls and making the box bigger.
It is important for us always to remember that the only antidote for pietism and the
opposing knee-jerk revolutionism is a good
dose of spirit-filled living: the liberating
Christian response that recognizes the truth
that our God cannot be cornered. Rather it is
the Living God who claims every comer of
our lives. When all of life is religion, the
walls of pietism and anti-pietism are shattered. We are free. Free to be spirit-led down
the path of obedience in all that we do, as
musicians, mechanics, parents, teachers,
farmers, engineers, or whoever God has
called us to be.

DORDT

of

pietism and antipietism are shattered,

"
Plumblines are commentaries
written by people from the
Dordt community to stimulate
thinking about issues facing
Christians living in 2001.

COLLEGE

FACULTY POSITIONS
Dordt College is seeking applications for openings beginning 2002-2003
in the following areas:
Communication
Computer Science -Generalist; computer networking background
Criminal Justice/Sociology Develop and teach courses in criminal justice; teach sociology courses.
Education (three positions)
Introduction, upper-level (elementary and secondary methods), Special education
History (two positions)
American (interest in Western Civilization and a non-western field)
Full-time sabbatical replacement for spring or fall semester 2002-03
European!American
Physical ScienceiAstronomylEarth Science
Physics (one to two year sabbatical replacement)
Undergraduate physics/physical science courses
Social Work
Generalist; micro-practice background; methods courses and field practice
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about
a position and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed,
biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest
and a curriculum vitae/resume to:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy
Facsimile: 712 722-4496
Vice President for Academic Affairs
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Dordt College
Website: www.dordt.eduJoffices/
498 4th Avenue NE
academic_affairs
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
Dordt College encourages the nominations and candidacies of
women, minorities, and persons with disabilities.
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Seniors see connections between calling, task, and
culture through service learning experiences
....".........".........".........".........".........".........".........".....""

Sally Jongsma

Wu

Ithink something
I learned or thought
about or discussed in
Gen 300 dominated
almost every
conversation I had

.

over Christmas break.

"

Idid some good
for the Sioux City
Gospel Mission,
but I learned a
lot more about myself
and what is deeper
inside me than I know.

"
10 Voice

.

at does working with the Sioux
City Gospel MIssion, visiting
inmates in the South Dakota State
Penitentiary, or serving in a soup kitchen
have to do with academic work? Most of the
twenty students who did activities like these
last fall would say "quite a lot." That is if you
look at education as preparing you to carry
the educational insights gained in the classroom into the world of daily living.
For the first time last semester students
had the opportunity to do a service learning
project in Gen 300 instead of being part of a
small mentoring group that read and discussed a book. While Dr. Duane Bajema, one
of the four professors of the course, would
not discount in any way the powerful impact
books and discussions can have on a student's
thinking, he believes that Gen 300 is a good
place to let students help shape what they are
learning and ask pertinent questions in a nonDordt, non-classroom atmosphere.
Gen 300, named "Calling, Task, and
Culture," studies cultural, social, and personal
issues that students will face as they graduate
from college and begin to try to put into practice what they've learned in their Christian
college education. According to the course
description. emphasis is placed on the nature
of Christian witness, the need for responsible
strategy, and the effects of concrete service in
our world. Students are pushed to relate these
issues to their major area of study but also to
think about their calling in ways they may not
have done before about issues such as environmental responsibility. poverty and injustice, technology, cloning, affluence and materialism. and gender.
"I think something I learned or thought
about or discussed in Gen 300 dominated
almost every conversation Ihad over
Christmas break," says senior Danielle
Vander Linden from New Sharon, Iowa. "It's
not that everything was so new, but that I was
really ready to think about it now that I'm
about to leave college and find a job, choose
a church, buy things, and get involved in a
community. I guess it's partly a bit of fear
that makes me really crave knowledge about
these things now."
Fear certainly isn't a paralyzing force in
Vander Linden's life, though. An education
major, she hopes to teach in Europe next year
to stretch herself, she says.
"Gen 300 inspired me to think about
issues that I'll soon be right in the middle
of-marriage
and family, but also cultural
issues." Thinking about American society has
helped her realize that we don't have everything perfect as a country, she says. She
believes that is valuable knowledge for someone who hopes to live in another country for
a time.
Vander Linden was part of a team of
three who chose the service learning option
last fall. It helped her think about issues being
discussed in class in a new way, she says.
Five times they traveled to Sioux City to
work with the Gospel Mission there. They
unloaded trucks and worked in a clothing
bank as well as helped with mailings in the
office. It was the interactions with people,
though, that made it a learning experience.
"My most significant memory of that day
was a realization about myself. I was sorting
through a pile of sweaters and found a beautiful GAP sweater in great condition," Vander

Danielle Vander Linden took the opportunity to be part of a Gen 300 service learning team that helped her
better understand another cultural situation. She reported on her experience to one of the course instructors.
Dr. Duane Bajema, a professor in the agriculture department.

Linden wrote in a paper responding to the
experience. "I thought, 'Why didn't I take
money along today? This sweater is a steal.'
Then I stopped and.realized my thoughts.
Earlier thai week I had lamented to my roommates about all the junk in my closet and had
even planned to sort through the clothes and
take some to the mission on our first visit. I
showed up empty handed that moming. Now,
as I arranged the clothing into neat piles, with
swarms of beautiful children around me, tugging at their parents and making hopeful
requests for used toys, I still thought I needed
more. This was a humbling experience for
me."
Another significant learning experience
for Vander Linden was working alongside the
secretary at the mission. "Lisa is a Christian,
but Lisa's Christianity looks a little different
from the Christianity I'm used to," she says.
Lisa has been an alcoholic, divorced, and
homeless. She's been dry for months now,
attends Bible classes, and supports herself by
her work at the mission. Lisa told us a lot
about her life, including past mistakes and
what she has learned about grace. She also
mentioned that she doesn't know if she'll
ever get married again but didn't rule out
having sex if she loves someone.
"I didn't know how to respond," says
Vander Linden. "God commands us to be
pure with our bodies. Lisa is a Christian even
though some of her values and beliefs are different from mine. She may even have a better
relationship with God than I do. How do I
respond to a relatively new Christian with a
past that I can't even fathom? Of what use am
I to someone who I can't understand and who
doesn't know where I'm coming from?"
Vander Linden found herself struggling
with her notion of witnessing and living a
Christian life. "I've always been taught that
witnessing is about modeling good living. An
article read in Gen 300 has made her think it
may be more about making clear to others
that she needs God than that she has the
/

answers to what it means to live a Christian
life."
"I did some good for the Sioux City
Gospel Mission, but I learned a lot more
about myself and what is deeper inside me
than I know," she says. "There is a lot of hidden pride and greed that good intentions cover
up. Actually stepping forward and helping out
forces us to face our true selves." It also keeps
confronting us with our task in this world, she
would say today-to be continually thinking
about why we do what we do and what we
should be doing as we teach our students, live
in another culture, love our spouses, and work
for healing justice in our world.

In his service learning experience,
Jonathon Dekkers not only dispelled some
stereotypes he and his team had about criminals but also came to see the need for
changes in the way our society deals with
people who break the law.
"Our society wants to catch and punish
criminals for breaking the law, but that
tends to be the extent," says Dekkers.
"Unfortunately when these criminals get out
of prison they are rejected by society, which
only causes them to go back to their old
ways of crime."
Dekkers quotes one prisoner as saying,
''These men have nowhere to go once they
get out of prison, so they turn to the only
way they know and that is crime." Dekkers
worked with a prison ministry called
Metalcraft that teaches inmates skills they
can use in the outside world. Dekkers was
told by a man named Clarence that his life
was saved because he was caught by the
police and placed with Metalcraft. Based on
his experience, Dekkers believes that
Christians can give inmates a sense of hope
for living a happy life by reaching out to
them in prison and by helping train them
for a job they can do once they get out of
prison.
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Faculty News
On March 16, Dr, Tony Jelsma, assistant
professor of biology, spoke at Northwestern
College in Orange City, Iowa, on nerve regeneration. The presentation was part of a "Brain
Awareness Day" at Northwestern.
Dr. John Visser, professor of business,
was a visiting scholar at the Harbin Institute of
Technology in Harbin, China, over spring
break. The Harbin Institute of Technology is the
tenth ranked university in China. Visser led six
sessions on economic development.
Dr. Calvin J ongsma, professor of mathematics, was a panel member for a ninetyminute session titled
"Mathematics in a
Postmodern Age" at
the annual joint
meetings of the
American

Mathematical
Society and the
Mathematical
Association of
America held in San
Diego on January 8.

Dr. Calvin Jongsma

The other three panelists were from other Christian colleges
(Calvin, Trinity, Westmont); all of the panelists
are also members of the Association of
Christians in the Mathematical Sciences. The
session was a spin-off from the book
Mathematics
Perspective,

in a Postmodern

Age: A Christian

to which all four presenters had
contributed chapters.
Dr. Paul Otto, associate professor of
history, gave a presentation, "Europeans and

Two English majors
published in recent
English Journal

T

wo Dordt College graduates are having
an influence. on English teachers across
North Amenca through their articles in
the January 2002 issue of the English Journal,
the magazine for English teachers in the United
States and Canada, according to Professor
David Schelhaas, who says it was the fIrst
magazine he ordered as a beginning English
teacher. Others he knows refer to it as their
"Bible" for teaching ideas.
Dr. Laura Apol (' 85) and Nicole (Vander
Vliet) Baart ('99) were published in back-toback feature articles in a 140-page issue
devoted to teaching and writing poetry.
Apol's "What Do We Do If We Don't Do
Haiku? Seven Suggestions for Writers and
Teachers" is an excellent article on how to
write poems, says Schelhaas, who has had
three pieces published in the English Journal.
Apol urges would-be writers to read the poetry
of others, to begin writing and let the process
take its shape, to keep practicing, to he concrete, to invent if necessary, to revise, and to
find their own voice. These tips are written in
an engaging style using many examples and
illustrations. Apol teaches writing at Michigan
State University.
Baart's article "Saying it More Intensely;
Using Sensory Experience to Teach Poetry
Writing" tells how she uses sensory experience
workshops to help her students learn to write
poetry. She describes four workshops, one each
on scent, taste, listening, and sight that help
students change their stereotypes about what
poetry is and help them begin to write poems
of their own. Baart teaches secondary school
English at the Mennonite Educational Institute
in Abbotsford, British Columbia.
The English Journal is published six times
per year by the National Council of Teachers of
English.

Spring 2002

Native Americans on the Frontier: Towards a
New Understanding of Culture and Cultural
Change," at the meeting of the American
Historical Association held in San Francisco on
Jannary 5, 2002. Otto also spoke on "Teaching
History as Creational Development:
Constructing a History Curriculum in Light of a
Reformed Perspective," at a Covenant College
History Department Symposium on AprilS.
Dr. James Schaap, professor of English,
visited Christian high schools in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota; Pease, Minnesota; and Ontario,
California. He spoke to students about writing
and read from his work. He is presently judging
a state-wide competition in Wisconsin to select
the best novel by a Wisconsin writer.
Schaap contributed a chapter on the
Christian writer and realism titled "When a
Spider is Only a Spider" to The Christian
Imagination, Leland Ryken, Ed., Shaw Books,
2002. In addition, his currently in-progress
novel Things Hoped For, Things Not Seen is
being serialized over the next two years in The
Banner and is available online as the chapters
are published at www.thebanner.org.
"That Morning, on the Prairie," an essay
on the September terrorist attacks that appeared
in the Des Moines Register in January, was
reprinted in Image and was selected for a statewide exhibition of the various arts titled
"Beyond 9-11: The Art of Renewal" in Iowa.
The exhibition features 105 entries from fiftyseven artists, musicians, and writers.
Education
Professors Pam
Adams and Jenny
Van Ry attended
The Learning
Disabilities
Association of
America
Conference from
February 13-16 in
Jenny Van Ry
Denver, Colorado.
Adams and Van Ry received stipends of $1000
and waived registration expenses because they
represent both regular education and special
education and so have an interest in making
sure that all students are aware of the special
needs of students with learning disabilities.

A

re you striviug to
integrate

your Christian

faith

in your teaching?

They were one of nine teams of college professors awarded the stipend based on a proposal
they wrote.
Mary Lou Wielenga, adjunct keyboard
instructor, performed on Dordt's Casavant
organ for the Northwest Iowa Choral
Association High School Honors Festival concert held on campus on February 4. She has
served as guest organist for the honors choir
since 1994.
David Versluis, assistant professor of art,
recently had his color photograph, "Kalkaska"
accepted for publication in the 2002 spring
issue of the Briar Cliff Review, a fine arts publication affiliated with Briar Cliff University in
Sioux City, Iowa.

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members outside
the classroom reveal Dordt's commitment to provide educational
leadership in the Christian community as well as among its own
students.
By sharing these activities,
we hope to provide fellow
Christians with further resources,
ideas, and encouragement as they
work to be of service in Christ's
kingdom.

On February 14 and IS, Dr. John Van
Dyk, director of the Center for Educational
Services, conducted a two-day retreat for the
board and staff of Manhattan Christian Schools
in Manhattan, Montana. The topic was:
Celebrating the gifts and meeting the needs of
all of our students.
Dr. John Kok, professor of philosophy
and dean of the humanities, was one of two
main presenters at the 1st annual H.E. Runner
Consultation in Philosophy held at the Institute
for Christian Studies in Toronto on February
15.
Kok also presented a poster titled
"Responsible Ecology: Knowing the mind of
God when it comes to environmental ethics" at
the Ecology, Theology, and Judeo-Christian
Environmental Ethics conference at University
of Notre Dame from February 21-24, 2002.
The graphic work on the three-by-eight-foot
poster was done by sophomore Reuben Vander
Kwaak.

Dr. John Kok

Social Work Professor Jim
Vanderwoerd's paper "Is the Newer Deal a
Better Deal? Government Funding of FaithBased Social Services" appeared in the Winter
2002 issue of Christian Scholars Review.
"Jocund Day," a poem by Dr. Mike
Vanden Bosch, professor emeritus of
English-and current adjunct, will appear in the
spring issue of the Briar Cliff Review. Three of
his poems will also be printed in a handbook
for Chinese teachers used by the English
Language Institute China (ELIC).

DORDT

COLLEGE

preparing leaders in Christian education

Seeking exciting professional
development

opportunities

that

fit your busy life? Dordt College's
graduate program

was designed

with you in mind.

• Supportive environment,
learning with and
from other Christians

Master's Degree
Complete

a master's

of education

degree

K-12 curriculum
instruction
as three

DORDT

• Convenient one-weekper-course schedule

in

and

in as few

• Highly qualified
instructors and
excellent facilities

summers.

COLLEGE

• Fully accredited by
North Central
Association

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
toll free: 800-343-6738
local: 722-6236
email:m-ed@dordt.edu
hup://www.dordt.edu/academics/
departmentsJeducationlmed

/
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Notes from the Alumni Office
omecoming at Dordt has
come and gone once again.
It's important to "go home"
from time to time to reconnect with
the people and places that make us
who we are. Whether it's a visit to
our parental home or a trip back to
campus, homecomings are an
opportunity to renew the sense of
security and belonging associated
with "home."
The Christian life is often
referred to as a spiritual journey
and death as a heavenly "homecoming." Iwonder how many of us
anticipate that homecoming in the same way
that we look forward to coming home to the
places of our past. And isn't it ironic that
going someplace we've never been before is
referred to as a homecoming?

H

In recent months we've learned about
several of the Dordt alumni community
who've gone home-some suddenly and tragically, some after a struggle with disease, but
all prematurely by our human calculations.
When our life journeys take such unanticipated turns, it can test our faith and leave us wondering, "Where is God?" and "Why does he let
these things happen to his children?" The faith
principles that seemed so solid are shaken and
tested.
Peter Meyer (' 83) faces just such a test.
Diagnosed with a rare cancer two and a half
years ago, he has shared the progression of the
disease as well as his faith with his professor
and mentor, Dr. John Visser. Graciously, Peter
allowed us to share his journey with you.
One of the faith tenets that impressed me
as a Dordt studentand the one that continues to be a challenge for me to fully
live out-is the fact
that we're living in
the time between
Christ's first and second comings-in the
tension of "the preJudy (Vande Hoef, '73) Hagey
sent, yet coming
Director of Alumni Relations
kingdom." Like Peter
Meyer, I love the life I know, and usually fail
to live in the anticipation of Christ's second
coming and the new heaven and earth.
Regretfully, it is life's unexpected turns and
detours that often leave me longing for
Christ's return, rather than a daily, heartfelt
prayer for Christ's kingdom to come. I pray

that your journey has you walking in a meaningful relationship with the Lord and anticipating homecoming.

New online Art
Alumni Club is
up and running

I

you're
f
an alumni artist, you'll want to
look at the new Art Alumni Club website.
Professor Susan Van Geest with the help of
art alum Heidi Hilbelink, who currently works
as the website Blackboard administrator at
Dordt, has recently put up a site where former
art students can post images of their work, get
free art critique from peers, and share art
opportunities, events, and ideas. Van Geest sent
out an e-mail welcome and description of the
club to art alums one Friday and by the following Monday had received forty-five responses.
As an artist you can send a digital photo of
work you wish to have posted and can set up a
short personal profile that tells what you've
done and what you are doing in art.
Van Geest believes that having a support
group that understands the challenges of making art, thinking about art, and living artistic
lives can be of great significance for Christian
artists and hopes others find this opportunity
helpful not only for showing art, but also for
sharing fellowship with artists they knew in
college or will get to know through the website.
For more information or to gain access to
the site contact svangees@dordt.edu.

Alumni reflections

Suffering: God's will and human understandin
Peter Meyer ('83)

Regional Events
Coming to Arizona and
southern Califomia-

Friends of Dordt
Dinners
An opportunity to hear about
the latest developments at
Dordt, reconnect with other
alumni and friends, and enjoy
an evening of fellowship and
thanksgiving for Dordt College.

Aprilll-Phoenix, Ariz.
Holiday Inn, West Phoenix

April 12-Chino, Calif.
First United Ref. Church

April 13-Escondido, Calif.
Welk Resort San Diego

Take me out to the
ballgame ...
Watch the alumni web page
and your mail for
announcements about group
baseball events this summer.
Likely locations: Milwaukee
(Brewers vs. Cubs), San Diego,
and Seattle.
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ike many of my peers, I grew up with
the perspective that the world is under
God's tight control and if I thought
about it long and hard enough, then God's
will would fit somewhat neatly into my
human logic and explanations. After all,
everything must have a purpose and actions
have consequences,
Suffering, then, can have many "benefits": It can make us confess or correct our
sins; lead us to rely on God, not ourselves;
provide an opportunity to witness or demonstrate Christian character; ultimately make us
stronger; make us joyful and thankful as we
are strengthened by God to make it through
the suffering; let us taste a little of what
Christ suffered for us and become more like
Him; enable us to help others through their
suffering; prepare us to receive and appreciate
the blessings God plans for us.
I'm not an intellectual giant or a theological master; just a struggling forty-year-old
terminal cancer patient whose world no
longer fits into a nice logical box 1 can understand. It has been and still is a two-and-a-half
year struggle with the "fairness" of this disease and its consequences.
I was originally diagnosed in September
of 1999 with an exceedingly rare cancer of
the adrenal gland. God blessed the hands of
the surgeons and despite a seventeen-day
coma, I survived the simultaneous chest and
abdomen operation.
Unfortunately the cancer returned by the
following spring and spread into multiple
tumors, including my liver. This time it was
inoperable. The subsequent twenty months of
chemotherapy drugs, among other things,
resulted in nerve damage to my hands and

L

feet so that I now need the help of others to
get dressed.
Didn't I do the right things (church, family, Christian school, tithe, witness, etc.) while
I was healthy? OK, I know I can do nothing
to save myself, and Christ's blood saves me,
but how is it good to leave a wife and three
young children alone in the world? With my
limited understanding and human experience,
I love the life I know, and it's hard to want a
heaven I don't know. Trying to squeeze God's
plan into human logic was and is not working.
Like Job we cannot presume to judge
God's will even when it makes no sense. But
the standard advice that others offer us seems
to be of so little help or comfort in the middle
of these difficult times. "God doesn't give
you more than you can handle," I'm told. If
this is true, my wife must be able to handle a
lot because this illness is over the top for me!
The Bible makes this promise in regard to
temptation, but I cannot find any scripture
that makes the same promise about suffering
and the thought does not offer me strength or
comfort. At other times friends pull back
because they do not know what to say.
I've found that I'm not looking for or
expect flashes of wisdom, just words of comfort. The greatest pain is in feeling alone and
the simplest phone call to check on how I'm
doing. to express a little empathy (not sympathy) and to just listen lets me know that the
person cares enough to take a moment out of
their day to think and pray for my family and
me. I' m grateful that there have been so many
acquaintances, co-workers, and fellow
Christians that God has been using as angels
of mercy to not only say hello but also do
such mundane tasks as pick up groceries, carpool the kids to a school event, cook a dinner,
or shovel the snow.

/

I have not experienced faith as a onetime event that some seem to espouse, but a
frequent, and somewhat continuous cycle, of
processing my understanding through anger,
grief, and a return to peace in God through
faith. With the guidance and wise counsel of
friends, pastors, and various authors, I think
my faith has broadened and deepened to
understand that God did not promise me an
easy life and when He said he would take
care of me, He was talking about my salvation, not my retirement.
God does not have to explain His plan to
me, and frankly we're on different thinking
planes and I may not understand His purpose
until eternity. My wife and I have drawn great
comfort from Philippians 4:5-9 and its
promise that the Lord is near and we do not
need to be anxious about anything. It continues with the assurance that by giving everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, to God, His peace, which transcends all
understanding, will guard our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.
An analogy that I've found helpful is the
comparison of two chess masters locked in a
bitter duel. We know that God is in control
and will ultimately win the match, but the
devil has tremendous latitude and abilities and
will destroy many of the game pieces along
the way as he struggles to win. God does not
stop the carnage and suffering. but uses the
devil's moves to further His plan and win the
ultimate match. As one of the pawns I can't
see the human benefit through the pain, but
faith enables me to trust God. The cornerstone
of this faith is that I can dimly see. and know
in my heart, that God is building and strengthening my family and their salvation. The
earthly dreams are wasting away and what is
left is truly precious.

Spring 2002

2002 Distinguished Alums

Lloyd and Vicki Vander
Kwaak try to be channels
of God's peace
Sonya Jongsma Knauss

M

akeme a channel of your peace, from
the prayer of St. Francis, is an apt
theme for two people who have structured their lives around being channels of peace
and justice in a broken world.
Lloyd and Vicki Vander Kwaak ('78,'78),
this year's Dordt College Distinguished Alumni,
have lived very intentionally with this theme at
the heart of their work and play.
"From everything we knew and could learn,
they represent, as a couple, the very best of what
Dordt stands for," says Judy Hagey, director of
alumni relations.
The Vander Kwaaks are so committed to the
words of the prayer that they sang the musical
version of it at their wedding, with each of their
children on their 18th birthdays, and recently at
the wedding of their oldest daughter.
They also used the prayer of St. Francis in
their chapel speech during Homecoming week to
talk to students about what it means to live obediently in God's world.
"You don't always know the bigger picture,
but. .. you have to be faithful and obedient and
listen to your inner promptings about what God
wants you to do," Vicki says. In their chapel talk,
they shared the story of Michael, a teenage boy
they have known since he was a hahy and his
mother was homeless and on drugs. He is now
almost a part of their family.
Michael is one of many who have been
tooched hy the actions of the Vander Kwaaksthey have been a channel of peace for this boy,
who might have otherwise grown up on the streets
and had a very different future.
Blessed in their work
Shortly after graduating from Dordt, Lloyd
and Vicki moved to Racine, Wisconsin, to take
jobs as nurse's aides. They both enrolled in graduate work at University of Wisconsin-Parkside and
started their family.
Job opportunities for Lloyd took them back
to Sioux Center to work at Hope Haven, and then
to Des Moines to work at a home for children.
Vicki has worked in many capacities, paid and
unpaid, as a mother and active volunteer in the
communities they lived in.
The way they see it, "The opportunities
we've had were simply God laying out an opportunity for us to use our gifts and abilities," says
Lloyd.
And both are happy with wbere God has led.
"Both Lloyd and I feel like we're very blessed
right now," Vicki says, "because what we happen
to be doing for paid employment is what we love
to do and completely maximizes who we are and
all of what our passions are. It seems we're doing
exactly what we're meant to do."
As president of the Convalescent Home for
Children Network, Lloyd has helped the organization grow from serving 100 children to serving
more than 1200. In ten years, the staff has grown
from 175 to over 600.
"When I first came along, one of the things I
did was ask, 'Where do you want this organization to go, and how should it get there?' We spent
the first year mapping out a strategic planning
process, and now we do that every three years."
Lloyd said the job was a wonderful opportunity because it was a small organization with a
narrow focus-providing
specific health services
for children with special needs.
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"Our mission is to partner with families to
help kids with special health care needs live a
great life."
After many years of volunteer and part-time
paid work, Vicki accepted a full-time position
with Mercy Hospice a year and a half ago as a
medical social worker and bereavement coordinator. She says it's a job that taps all of her clinical
skills.
"It's often a time of healing, with a lot of
apologies and a lot of tears ... you have to be
quick, to know just how and when to intervene,"
she says. "You have all these people there, and
just a couple days, so you need to know just right
where to push or not to push."
She enjoys her workplace partly becaose of
the wonderful staff-all Christians who work well
together. Because the organization is faith-based,
those who use it know where they're coming
from, and staff members are able to share their
faith.
Their faith has always shaped what they do,
Lloyd says.
"We recognize that we live in a broken
world, but our major responsibility as believers is
to bring reconciliation to the world, to make it
better and do that in the name of Christ," he says.
"The challenge is to understand what you can do
to make a difference."
Social work as calling
Both social workers, the Vander Kwaaks
have a unified view of life and share their passions and priorities. It is evident that they have
nothing but love and respect for each other. And
it's clear that they enable each other to use their
God-given gifts to the fullest extent, a wonderful
example of God's directive for marriage.
They say they haven't suffered from "social
work burnout" because they're able to support
each other through the tough work issues-whether
it's working with a family that has experienced a
tragic accident and now has a child needing intensive therapy and care, or whether it's working
with a family that is losing a loved one.
But Lloyd says another reason they don't feel
burnout is because of other things they do.
"We're made to be involved in many different things," he says. "If you live a balanced life,
with good boundaries, that assists with issues of
burnout. You need to recognize that you have a
family, community, church, and more you should
be doing than just working and focusing on one
thing."
Lloyd calls himself a social worker "by
default," as he had to find another major after getting a D in his intended major, chemistry. But he
also says his upbringing influenced him.
Vicki says her interest in social work also
had a lot to do with her upbringing-"my
parents
really had hearts of mercy," she explains. "I grew
up seeing diaconal work being fleshed out, and
social work is a lot about matching people with
resources and working within large systems. It
just made sense."
Committed to their family and community
Shortly after starting graduate school at UWParkside, Lloyd and Vicki started their family,
which now consists of Kristin, Nicholas, Reuben,
and Kimberly. For the last two years Salome
Toryem from Nigeria has also lived with them.
"After about two children I realized that public administration wasn't what I wanted to do for
sure, and that I wanted to stay home more," Vicki
said, so Lloyd finished his studies while she

Vicki and Lloyd Vander Kwaak spoke at the Homecoming chapel on Thursday of
Homecoming week and were honored at a banquet on Friday evening.

devoted her time to their children and various
volunteer activities.
Looking back on the path her life has taken,
Vicki describes being at home with her young
kids as "the favorite thing that's happened to me
since I went to Dordt."
"I always wanted to be a mom," she says.
"Maybe it was because I grew up in a home that
was always full of foster babies. I absolutely
loved it. .. just helping them to learn and discover
the world, to learn and grow."
While some families may see minimizing
outside activities as important to family growth,
Vander Kwaaks tried to involve their children in
their work, scaling back when appropriate.
"We did a lot of reaching out as a family,"
Vicki says, describing the relationships they
formed with others as part of Good Samaritan
Urban Ministries in Des Moines. Vicki volunteered there one day a week, meeting with six single moms in the transitional housing program. But
their involvement went beyond counseling sessions-often, the Vander Kwaaks would invite
people over to their house.
This is how they met Michael, the hoy they
talked about in their chapel speech, who, Vicki
says, "kind of grew up as our kids' little brotherhe was homeless half the time, and here every
third weekend."
She said seeing that, and some of the other
work the family was involved in, allowed their
children to have a good grasp of relational work
with others-how to foster long-term, healthy
relationships.
"It made an impact on our kids in terms of
sensitivity," Lloyd says.
"Parenting for peace and justice-that's
one
of our favorite statements. You can try to do many
things at the same time, but you have to have a
clear focus," he says.
The Vander Kwaaks have encouraged their
children to attend Dordt or a college with a similar orientation. Lloyd, who taught one course a
semester at Dordt when he served for eight years
at Hope Haven, says his experience with students
reminded him that college is really a time and
place where students begin to learn how to think.
As parents they have tried to help their children-at their developmental level-see the
power of faith and world view to shape actions,
Lloyd says. "But unless they are able to live that
out in an environment when they're learning how
to think, they may have difficulty translating that
into their calling as adults. We believe Dordt will
make a difference in that journey."
Both say they developed a sense of calling at
Dordt that continues to drive them to this day.
"In our very last class, the social work professor told us, 'go change the world,''' Vicki
remembers. "You've got to figure out what that
means, but we've been trying to be faithful in figuring out what that means wherever we are-in
our jobs, our family, and neighhorhood. We're
always mindful of that."
/

The opportunities
we've had were simply
God laying out an
opportunity for us to use
our gifts and abilities.

"
Make Me a Channel
of Your Peace

·
·
·
·

Make me a charmel
of your peace.
Where there is hatred,
let me bring your love;
where there is injury,
your pardon, Lord;
and where there's doubt,
true faith in you.
Refrain:

Master, grant that I may
never seek so much to be
consoled as to console,
to be understood
as to understand,
to be loved as to love
with aJ! my soul.
Make me a charmel
of your peace.
Where there's despair in
life, let me bring hope;
where there is darkness,
let me bring your light;
and where there's sadness,
ever joy.
Make me a channel
of your peace.
It is in pardoning
that we are pardoned;
in giving to all people,
we receive;
and in dying that we're
born to eternaJ life.
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Homecoming 2002
Mercy Hospice
Andrew De Young

"Then swell our voices with our throng in
ardent, youthful jubilee, and find with friends
a Christian joy in camaraderie. "

TI

is line from the Dordt College Alma

Mater was the source for Homecoming

2002's theme: "Celebrating

Camaraderie."
activities

Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra
presented an organ recital on

the theme "Improvization
the Church Year" at

in

Homecoming.
Ruiter-Feenstra
is a professor of music and
university organist at Eastern

Michigan University. She
frequently performs in Sweden
and Italy.

As always, there were many

and events at homecoming

for

church.

Delmar hurried to the parking lot and hid in
the backseat. They were under some blankets,

renewed spirit of friendship and community
that they enjoyed most.
"I just love the camaraderie," said Ron
Vos, member of the class of '70 and professor
of agriculture at Dordt. Although he is on
campus daily and attends events frequently, he
still looks forward to homecoming every year.
According to Vos, "It's great to see people
who come back. It's nice to catch up with my
old classmates."

Ray and Kelli (Keller, '71) Schuttinga,
agree. "TIlls is our

and values titled

students since 2000.

On Saturday night, Dave
and Jody performed for alumni,
students, and local families in
the BJ. Haan Auditorium.

"Even back then there were advantages

to

workstudy,' he jokes.
On Saturday, aJumni chose from a variety
of activities. Some watched the track meet in
the Recreation Center, while others saw the

much, alumni could relax, have some refresh-

Schuttingas

ments, and catch up with old friends in the
HospitaJity Room. Kim and Kathy (Kuiper)
Dooyema C76, ex '76) from Brookfield,
Wisconsin, seemed to appreciate the escape
that the HospitaJity Room provided. "We're
just relaxing here for a while," said Kim, "and

have other reasons to be excited,

board member."

at a special homecoming chapel on Thursday,
tracing their journey from Dordt to where they

are now. Lloyd is currently president and CEO
of the ConvaJescent Home for Children
Network, an institution that helps families
with special-needs children. Vicki is a medical
social worker and bereavement coordinator at

pretty soon we're going to go watch our son,

Ryan, play basketball."
On Saturday evening, aJumni and their
familes had the opportunity to hear Dave and
Jody Van Kley perform a program based on a
presentation they do in schools.
Whether alums spent their homecoming

day going to the games, touring the new campus center, or just catching up with friends,
Homecoming 2002 provided an environment
of renewed camaraderie for all the alumni

who attended.

Face Painting and a variety of games kept children
happily busy while their parents visited with friends.

Kids Carnival
is a hit
s alumni parents were enjoying the
track meet, basketbaJl games, and
catching up with friends, their chil-

A

dren were having some fun of their own at

this year's Kids CarnivaJ. Children could bob
for apples, spin-the-wheel for prizes, play
board garnes, or get their faces painted, aJl
courtesy of Dordt student club members.
The carnival served as a fund raiser for

student clubs and activities. Kids and parents
could support the clubs by buying tickets and
using them at any of many different booths.
The photography club, which set up one of the
more popular tables, estimated that they
earned $75.
But raising money isn't the only reason to
have the carnival, club members say. David

Kok, a member of the Future Active Christian
Teachers Club, points out the obvious benefit
for parents - it offers something for the kids
to do while their parents are attending homecoming events. It's a great way for Dordt students to be involved in homecoming,
too.
"As future teachers, this is right up our alley,"

Kok says. "The kids have a great time, and
we really love to get involved

The Blades take on
Western Canada
Jim Hummel ('89)

romJanuary 10 to 12, Dordt aJumni
gathered in Edmonton, Alberta, from as
far away as Terrace and Abbotsford,
British Columbia, and Hague, Saskatchewan,

F

to play in a seven-game

tournament with the

touring Dordt Blades and The King's
University College Eagles.
The thirty-two

ing match ups,

Dordt 80s Alumni team: back row; Coach Don Cherry, Ron Knol
('81), Brian Knol (ex'S3), Elco Vander Grift ('SI), Andy Haarsma
(ex'83), Frank Vande Kraats ('85), Ken Vanderveen (ex'79), Ed
Versluys, Len vanderschee (ex'S5), Jeff Plantinga ('88) front row;
Franklin Guillaume ('01), Brian Vanderveen (ex'83), Jim Hummel
('89), Sid Bandstra ('82), Randy Slomp (ex'86) Missing: Scott
Langelaar (ex'99), John DeHoog (ex'90)

seem to enjoy it, and it's good for raising

money, but it's a lot of fun for us, too."

80s team versus Frank's nephews, Josh Vande
Kraats COl) on the 70s and 90s team and
Jordan Vande Kraats, a King's Eagle. Frank
was aJso joined by brother-in-law Eico Vander
Grift C 81) on the 80s team.
The teams were extremely

competitive

with three ties and two one-goal games. One
of the most dramatic events occurred during a

game between the Dordt Blades and the Dordt
80s aJumni. Blade's coach Herm Van
Niejenhuis pulled goaJie Matt Tinsley to try to
break. the tie as Dordt needed a win to have a

including Cecil Van
Niejenhuis ('77) on
the 70s and 90s tearn

The tournament featured many interest-

versus his brother

alumni versus the King's University

Herm Van
Niejenhuis C7I) the

Eagles. The aJumni team won 9-3 to take first

current Blade's

scoring by Mike Wildeboer (94) with three
goaJs and Izzy Huygen (98) with two goaJs.
To end the weekend, aJumni, the Blades,
friends, and future Blades gathered after the

coach and son Nate,
a current Dordt

Blade. The competition aJso featured
Frank Vande
Kraats(85) on the

out of the carnival as

the kids do. Stephanie Lems, part of the
Dynamics Dance team, says, "The kids really

chance to qualify for the finaJ game. With an
empty net, the 80s team failed to score on a
break- out play. The Blades stormed back,
and, with one second to play, a point shot by
Bryau Woudstra managed to find the net.
Despite the win, Dordt failed to make the
final.
The finaJ featured the Dordt 70s and 90s

80s aJumni team and
a 70s and 90s team.

with them."

Some club members admit that they get
just as much enjoyment

alumni were able to
form two teams-an
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because they

couldn't keep from laughing. The next
semester David and Phyllis started dating.
Phyllis was a cheerleader, and David, as a
manager of the basketbaJI team, took the
cheerleaders to games as part of his job.

that you haven't seen in a long time." The

The Distinguished Alumni banquet on
Friday kicked off the events. About ninety
people joined to honor Lloyd and Vicki
Vander Kwaak C78, '78), this year's distinguished aJumni. The Vander Kwaaks spoke at
the banquet, repeating the message they gave

"Music that Matters" that they
have performed for over 10,000

but they were still discovered

Defenders and Lady Defenders play Doane in
basketball. When the activity got to be too

has been a second generation

development

After church was over, David and

first homecoming," said Kelli, "and it's reaJly
great to be back. It's just great seeing people

board member. Kelli says, "I aJso used to be
on the board. This is the first time that there

recording and performing experience, they returned to perform
at their alma mater for homecoming. The Van K1eys have
developed a school assembly
program focusing on character

where alumni were invited

to share their college dating stories. David
Netz (66) and Delmar Vander Zee (66), two
Dordt employees, shared the story of how
David met his wife, Phyllis, in their freshman
year. Their roommate was dating Phyllis, and
had borrowed Delmar's car to take her to

ciated these events, in the end it was the

too. Their son Andy just became an alumni

eighteen years later, now successful musicians with years of

Dessert Reception

alumni to attend, but even though they appre-

from St. Paul, Minnesota,

Dave and Jody
(Krommendyk) Van K1ey, both
music majors, graduated from
Dordt College in 1984. Almost

in Johnston, Iowa.

After the banquet, alumni could hear
Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra (83) give an organ
recital in the BJ. Haan Auditorium.
Later, at the SUB Snack Bar, there was a

College

place in the tournament. They were led in

final game for a dinner and awards ceremony.
The event was an opportunity

to meet other

Dordt aJumni and to reminisce about Dordt
/

Dordt 70s and 90s alumni team: back row; Cecil Van
Niejenhuis ('77), James Bekkering ('99), John Huilsing
('79), Izzy Huygen ('98), Kurt Hoogland ('99), Brad
Kok (ex'95), Rich Vyn ('98), Jack Oudman ('79), Norm
Noordhof (ex'77) front row; Mark Bekkering ('98),
Mike Wildeboer ('94), Tim Hoogland ('00), Carl
Timmer (ex'OO), Hendrik De Gier ('98) Missing; Peter
Buisman ('79), Josh Vande Kraats ('01)

days. Some even dug out old, somewhat
tighter Dordt Blade's sweaters and Doc's Cafe
T-shirts. The event was organized by Franklin
Guillaume COl), Jim Hummel (89), and
Brian Vanderveen (ex'83).
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Future Defenders

The Student Union Building, built in 1969, will come down by May of this year.

The building will be gone
but not the memories

A

s work continues on the new Dordt
College Campus Center, another
deadline draws near. The current
Student Union Building, known fondly to
most as "the SUB," is set to undergo demolition in May.
Architects worked hard to incorporate the
existing student union building into plans for
the new Campus Center, but they finally
came to the conclusion that it would be too
costly to structurally fit the old building with
the new.
The SUB will close over spring break. A
contracted crew will spend the remainder of
March and most of April removing asbestos
from the building prior to its demolition.
Once the SUB is gone, work will begin on a
plaza area and the landscaping leading to the
Campus Center's main entrance.
Services currently offered in the SUB
will be distributed across campus. Most of the
offices such as student services, the book-

store, and the placement office will be moved
to the basement level of Covenant Hall. The
commons will extend their meal hours to
accommodate the closing of the snack bar,
and student mailboxes will be placed temporarily in the lobby of De Witt Gymnasium.
Not all of the SUB will be lost, however.
Woodworkers on Dordt's maintenance staff
are recycling old mailboxes from the SUB
into wood-encased coin banks. These banks
will be available to Dordt alumni and friends
for a donation. And if you've ever wanted a
nifty paperweight, there is also the possibility
of owning a SUB brick. Donations raised
through these items will fund alumni
scholarships. Watch for more information in
the near future.
And while you're thinking about the
SUB, please take a moment to jot down your
favorite memories and send them to alumni@dordt.edu or mail them to the alumni
office.

Alumni notes
Scott (ex '82) and Melanie Vande
Griend moved recently to Atlanta, Georgia.
Scott accepted a position there as Director of
Veterinary Marketing for Merial, Ltd., the
world's largest animal health company, manufacturers of Ivomec, Heartgard, and Frontline.
Keith and Tamara (Mulder) Fynaardt
('89,'90) live in Orange City, Iowa, with their
children, Kit, 3, and Gideon, two months.
Keith is an associate professor of English at
Northwestern College, and he recently
received the Northwestern College Endowed
Professorship, a title he will hold for five
years. Tamara works as a public relations
writer for Northwestern.
Lynn ('94) and Mary Jo Veurink moved
to Hendersonville, North Carolina. Lynn is an
education specialist for North Carolina's
Wildlife Resources Commission. Mary Jo
does ad building and graphic design for the
Hendersonville Times News.
Julie (Kelderman, '95) Crawford
recently spent six months backpacking the
Appalachian Trail, which follows the crest of
the Appalachian Mountains for 2100 miles
from Georgia to Maine. Her husband, Tony,
was "ground control" for the hike, sending
food and supplies along the way.
Jeremy Thompson ('95) lives in
Hoboken, New Jersey, where he works with
Thompson Financials. He attends Redeemer
New Jersey Church, where he ushers, works
on the newsletter, and works in the "Elderly
Ministry."
Jon ('96) and Shelley Zwart live in
Redlands, California. Jon will graduate in
May from Lorna Linda University Medical
School and will start a five-year residency at
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Lorna Linda University Medical Center.
Shelley is a legal secretary in a law firm.
Dan Droog ('98), a law student at
Pepperdine University, recently participated
in the Dalsimer Moot Court Competition. A
number of federal judges presided over the
competition, including Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Dan won several
awards, including First Place for Best Team,
First Place for Best Respondent's Brief, and
Third Place for Best Advocate. Upon graduation in May, he will serve as a law clerk for
Judge Harold R. DeMoss, Jr., United States
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
Jairo Noel and Kelly (Kuipers, '99)
Solano were wed in Managua, Nicaragua in
June. In September, they celebrated a second
wedding ceremony in Kalamazoo, Michigan,
with family and friends. Jairo currently works
as a painter, and Kelly teaches part-time
Spanish at Potter's House Christian School in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Marriages

Ken ('84) and Mari Griffioen, Carter John, 12128/01
Kurt and Julie (Schurmau) De Jong C86, '87), Andrew James, 7/5/01
Wayne and Suzanne (Van Arragon) Spronk C86, '86), Andre Johan, 8/31/01
Jim and Diane (Walhof) Stryd C86, '83), Victoria Rachel, 8117/01
Randy and Eva (Hansum, , 87), Hedman, Lauren Elizabeth, 10/2101
Chris and Terri (Breemes, '88) Kelderman, Noah Henry, 12114/01
David and Ellen (Matheis, '88) Mouw, Hudson Joseph, 1215/01
Keith and Tamara (Mulder) Fynaardt C89, '90), Gideon KJaas, l/8/O2
Jonathan and Glenda (De Kam) Grossmann ('89, '91), Nicholas Jonathan, 5112/01
Roger and Lanai (De Leeuw, '89) Van Hal, Joshua Nicholas, 6/23/01
Ed and Angela (Siebring, '89) Van Woerden, Maria Dawn, 7/24/01
Aaron and Jill (Beran, '91) Clark, Lauren Briel, 7/5101
David and Snsan (Gritters, '91) King, David Michael, 617101
Ken and Patty (Boer) Timmermans C91, '91), Corrina Jo, 7120/01
Dale and Kathy (Van Hofwegen) Wubben C91, '91), Kaiden John, 11126/01
Kevin and Christal (Vander Zoo, '92) Biesty, Amanda Erin, 8/12/01
Rob (92) and Carolyn Kamstra, James Cornelius, 12110/01
Preston and Sue (Dykstra) Kooima C92, '97), Tatum Terese, 12110/01
William ('93) and Cristina Alsum, Natalie Jean, 717101
Stephen (93) and Patti Atsma, Erin Janelle, l/ll/02
Greg and Beth (Treick) Boon C93, '94), Kora Joy, 6/25/01
Nolan and Julie (Timmer, '93) Van Otterloo, Matthew Jay, 8118/01
Rory and Jacey (De Waard, '93) Wallace, John Rory, 8118/01
Michael and JnJie (De Young) Partridge C94, '94), Alden Lee, l/15/02
Ted (95) and Traci Kamp, Benjamin Ryan, 1110/02
Eric and Christine (Van Hooydonk, '95) Valk, Justin Anton and Kadin James,
l/26/O1
Daryl and Jackie (Schippers) Vander Pol C95, ex '98), Silas Alan, 11121/01
Dave and Jill (Anema) Van Essen C95, '96), Zach Mitchell, 1218/01
Henry (96) and Stacy Bosma, William Henry, 12120/01
Peter and Jenuifer (De Young) Drost C96, '97), Haley Jordan, 9/l/01
Wade and LeAndra (Sybesma, '96) McMullen, Hannah Kaylene, 11/16/01
Brent and Karmen (Kooistra) Pollema C97, '96), Isaac Martin, l/13/O2
Matthew and Julie (Rotman) Howerzyl C97, '97), Drew David, 3/24/01
Chris and Rachel (MnJder) Lanham C97, '97), Abigail Katherine, 7/28/01
John (97) and Betty Westendorp, Esther, 7/5/00, and Sarah Anne, 12130/01
Arie and Tami (De Haan) de Jong C98, '99), Carson Jacob, I l/6/01
Robert and Amy (Rylaarsdam, ex '98) Notar, Scott Edward, 9/13/01
John Mark and Heidi (Reyneveld, ex '99) Byl, Karolynn Grace, 4/20/01

n
Edward and Marlene (Kuizenga, ,86)
Hoetmer lost their son, Barrett, shortly before
birth on January 10, 2002.
Stacey (Vanden Bos, ex'89) Dykstra
died of cancer on June 30, 2001. Stacey is
survived by her husband, Steve, and their
children, Renae, Kendra, Jay, and Erica.
Carol (Vander Ley,'74) Stel died on
December 22, 200I,when a drunk driver hit
the front driver's side of the car in which she
and her husband, Phil ('73), and two of their
daughters, Marilyda (98) and Lauralee were
riding. Phil was airlifted to Calgary;
Marilyda, and Lauralee suffered minor
injuries. Carol is survived by her husband and
her five children: Marilyda, Hendrik COO),
Derrick (ex'96), Karissa (05), and Lauralee.
The Stels live in Rocky Mountain House,
Alberta.

We never seem to have trouble
filling issues of the Voice, but
we'd still like to give you the
opportunity to offer your ideasstories you'd like to read about,
people you think could be
profiled, or even writers we might
consider using. Send your
suggestions and your alumni news
items to voice@dordt.edu
or
write Sally Jongsma, Dordt
College Voice, 498 4th Ave. NE,

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and
what kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the
coupon below and mail to: Alunmi Association, Dordt College, 498 4th
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or e-mail voice@dordt.edu.

o

Marriage

0 Future Defenders

o

In Memoriam

0 Alumni News

0 Address Change

Name
Nathan Neely and Leslie Huisman ('95),
9122101
Joseph Mendes and Melauie Van Unen (95),
JJl23/01

Year
News

_
Address

_

Items/Suggestion(s)

_

Lisa Barry (96) and Todd Pierson, 2123/02
Jason Koelewyn (99) and Tami Kooiman
(99),6/16/01

Jairo Solano and Kelly Kuipers (99), 9/8/01
Douglas Holesinger COO) and Mindy
Kooiman C02), 8/4/01
Mike Jacobs COO)and Lieschen Hoeksema
COO), 6/30/01
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